
 

 

21st November 2013 
 

BIKE SHARE HELMET TRIAL SUCCESS 
 
The trial of free courtesy helmets for Melbourne Bike Share has been an outstanding success, 
prompting the Victorian Coalition Government to extend it indefinitely and announce that it has 
extended the Bike Share scheme through to 30 June 2014. 
 
Minister for Roads Terry Mulder recently revealed that the courtesy helmets had boosted overall 
usage of the bikes by almost 20 per cent, compared with the same period last year.  The number 
of new casual users jumped by 50 per cent per month since the trial commenced. 
 
For the trial, which ran from April to the end of September this year, courtesy helmets were 
provided for approximately one third of bikes across the scheme. Riders did not have to bring their 
own helmet or buy one nearby which has, in the past, been a deterrent to people using the bikes. 
 
“Providing helmets on bikes makes the scheme more accessible and appealing, particularly for 
spontaneous users like visitors to our city,” Mr Mulder said. 
 
Mr Mulder also said an assessment of existing bike stations in the CBD and Docklands has resulted 
in a decision to relocate several low-usage Bike Share stations to more high profile areas in St 
Kilda, including: 
   Beaconsfield Parade, near Victoria Avenue; 
    Fitzroy Street, near Jacka Boulevard; 
    Fitzroy Street, near Albert Park Lake; and 
    Cavell Street, near The Esplanade (in front of the Palais Theatre, opposite Luna Park). 
 
Member for Prahran Clem Newton-Brown said this was fantastic news for tourists who will be able 
to visit many of our iconic destinations by bike. 
 
“The Coalition Government has recently upgraded the Chapel Street bike lanes so now Bike Share 
users have a great route from the CBD along the Yarra River and down Chapel St to St Kilda beach. 
They can also start in St Kilda at one of the new Bike Share stations and stop off in Chapel Street 
for lunch and a coffee on the way into the city,” Mr Newton-Brown said. 
 
For more information about the Melbourne Bike Share scheme, visit: 
www.melbournebikeshare.com.au/ 
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